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HENRY KILE 


It is with considerable sadness that I report the death of 
Henry Kile on Sunday, March 6. Hank was a founding member 
of our organization, and was known to many of our group. 
He not only carried on alot of correspondence, but one 
would usually see Hank at practically even coin, antique, 
flea market or whatever show where tokens might be found, 
On top of that, he traveledabout northern California ex- 
tensively, and was known by practically every coin and an- 
tique dealer in that area, There have been few such places 
I have stopped where the owner did not mention Hank's name 
when I inquired about tokens, 





Hank was a token collector for a long time, specializing in 
California tokens and Masonic chapter pennies. A couple 
years back he sold his California collection to Ron Lerch, 
but continued to collect and subsequently built up another 
attractive collection, He avidly sought the Masonic chap- 
ter pennies and built a large collection; I believe these 
were sold to a specialist in Sacramento recently. 

When I first met Hank, and visited his home, he was a guard 
at San Quentin prison, After he retired from that job, he 
and his wife Berenice moved to Santa Cruz, Hank had suf- 
fered with an incurable illness for several years, yet not 
many of us knew of it because he didn't complain and was 
Ssually coin good Spirits, Only death could release Hank from 
his suffering. 

We all shall miss him, and especially his wife, Berenice, 
who most of us know because she accompanied Hank on many of 


his trips, meetings and show visits, - DHF 
HHKKKEAEARKKEKRHEKRHHARKEHAKAKRHAARARARAAKARAKRARKRAARAAAAARAA AAA AAA AAR AAA HARKS 


SPRING SEMI-ANNUAL WESTS MEETING: WESTS will meet on Sat- 
urday, April 23, at 3:00 PM in the Telegraph Hill Room of 
the Jack Tar Hotel located on Van Ness Street in San Fran- 
cisco, Our meeting is being held in conjunction with the 
California State Numismatic Association Convention. That 
Convention begins of Friday the 22nd, and runs through Sun- 
day, the 24th, 


Immediately preceding our meeting, Starting at 2:00 PM, the 
California Exonomist Society will meet in the same room. 
Robert Whitehead is scheduled to speak on President McKin- 
ley inaugural items, I assume visitors will be welcome at 
that meeting. 


Our meeting will start with the short business section. 

We do not have all that much to consider, but there will be 
a few important matters including the selection of a design 
for our new logo. 


February 1977 


26 FEBRUARY 1977: - It looks like we are not so late this month. 
I've just returned from another trip to Los Angeles, to the Long 
Beach show, etc. They had quite an exonumia section there, led 

by Paul Koppenhaver, and I am kicking myself for failing to report 
on and plug it in the last issue. There were six dealers special- 
izing in exonumia, including Paul Koppenhaver, Larry Elman, Chris- 
tensen & Stone, and others, plus some more exonumia offered by the 
other 150 dealers present. I would strongly urge WESTS members to 
be sure to consider attending the next exonumia section at Long 
Beach. I shall write it up just as soon as I have details, dates, 
and the like. And some of you might consider taking a table there, 
at the cost of $125 (unless raised) for FOUR DAYS. You may also 
sell coins, but your display must be primarily exonumia.e. The exo- 
numia section is arranged along one cross aisle, so everybody gets 
the benefit of a corner table, which means twice as much display 
space as Bowers & Ruddy or Paramount! Reasonable food & motel 
available in immediate vicinity (walking distance). 


Paul Koppenhaver, who has gotten this thing organized, was very 
disappointed with the lack of turnout from Northern California 
and Nevada - in fact, I believe I was the only No. Cal. member 
present. John Hamilton did drop in from Arizona! A few of the 
San Joaquin Valley folk attended on Saturday, but I was not there 
after midday Friday. 


In fact, I spent Saturday with the Sierra Club on Mount Lowe, home of 
the four Mt. Lowe tokens (Cal 535 A thru D). Much of the rail- 
road bed remains, including some of the ties, and the foundations 

of the hotels and other buildings, all of which were dismantled 

or burned, can still be seen. With temperatures up in the 80's, 

it was a reasonably tough hike, from the base in Altadena (1800 

ft.) to the summit at 5600 feet. Didn't find any tokens there! 


4 APRIL 1977: - Getting out this issue seems to have 
been a real problem for me. There have been a number 
of delays, not all of them under my control. So, this 
issue is getting to you about a month later than it 
should. In 1976, I think the issues were published very 
promptly, and hopetully we will be able to say the same 
about the remaining 1977 issues! - DHF 


WE'VE CHANGED OUR NAME: - Beginning with this issue, you will 
note that we are now the Western States Token Society, with 

the acronym WESTS, but our publication is still the Ledger. 
This issue begins out seventh year of publication, and may just 
be the best set of issues we have ever ground out. The name 
change was in accordance with a vote of the membership present 
at the general meeting in Stockton CA in November 1976. After 
six full years of success, we are now coming to be recognized 
as one of the best exonumia groups in the United States. Many 
of you have contributed to the Ledger in past years, and we hope 
to see more and more contributions not only from the regulars, 
but from new names as well. 
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KKKKKKKKKKKEKEXKOCECRETARY-TREASURER'S REPORT ***AARRKKKKKKEKK 
by Hal Dunn 


Financial Statement for 1976 


STARTING BALANCE, as of January 1, 1976 $641.86 
INCOME ; 

1976 Dues: 39 renewals @$4 $156.00 
48 new @$4 197.00 
1 reinstatement 4.00 
1976-1985 Dues: 1 40.00 
1977 Dues: 1 renewal (March '76) 4.00 
9 renewals @$5 45.00 
$441.00 
Paid Ads $38.00 
Donation 1.00 
Medal Sales 30,00 
$69.00 

$510.00 510.00 

$1151. 86 


EXPENSES: 
Ledger--printing, postage, and 


miscellaneous Soe5.77 
Miscellaneous office expenses L777 
Medal expense 159.22 
Postage--membership medals 22.10 


Postage & printing--California 
bicentennial medals and 
tokens catalogue project 50.47 
$835.27 835.27 


ENDING BALANCE, as of December 31, 1976 $316.59 


NEW MEMBERSHIPS: 


#203 WILLIAM R, HEALD, 2018 Palm Ave., Sanger, CA 93657 
Collects: Bank checks, general tokens 
#204 TERRY N. TRANTOW, P.O. Box 524, Ellensburg, WA 


98926 
Collects: Lumber company tokens, all Oregon 
exonumia 

#205 LARRY ELMAN, P.O. Box 415, Woodland Hills, CA 
91365 


Collects: Exonumia dealer 


DECEASED MEMBER: 
#8 HENRY KILE 
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DUES: - Not everyone has paid his 1977 dues yet, and if you are 





still unpaid, send a check for $5 to our sec/treas, Hal Dunn, 


P.O. Box 114, Carson City NV 89701. 


PLEASE DO THIS AT ONCE!!! 





MORE ON DUES: ~- If you have not paid WESTS dues for LOTT, 


1S Wl 


ceive. As a reminder, check 


e the last issue of THE LEDGER you will re- 


the mailing label for this 


issue--if it has a red checkmark, it means you have paid 


dues. 


If there is no red checkmark there, better get 


your checkbook open right now before you forget it, un- 


less you have paid recently. 


* -)# *© @ #& © © we @& 


-DHF 





ARTICLES: - This month, we feature an important historical ar- 


ticle by Bill Williges on the tokens of Marysville. 
kind of material we can use and all enjoy. 


That is the 
But as usual, I am 


down to one reserve article for April, so hone your pens and 


start writing. 


AVA CONVENTION IN CARSON CITY: 
a national organization for those collect- 


Association, 


- The American Vecturist 


ing transportation, parking and car wash tokens, will 
hold its annual meeting in Carson City on August 12-14. 
General chairman of the convention, to be held at the 


Ormsby House, is Hal Dunn, 

Most of the AVA members also 
kens aS well. For the first 
will have a regular dealers' 
be set up and maintained for 
vention. Table cost will be 
be a sharing of the security 
interested, write to Hal for 


collect other types of to- 
time, the AVA convention 
bourse where displays can 
all three days of the con- 
nominal, and basically will 
and case rental costs. If 
a table application, I 


know that he already has a number of exonumia dealers 
signed up for the event which promises to be something 


like the Token Jamborees we have had in the past. 


-DHF 


BICENTENNIAL CATALOGUE: - I have typed most of the material for 
the cataloque, but it will be arranged in such a manner that last- 


minute additions or corrections can easily be incorporated. 


My first 


count shows about 100 medals and tokens, plus about 250 of the Pat- 


rick Mint pieces. 


I have not catalogued wooden items. 


Duane will 


be preparing camera-ready copy as I go along, and an availability 
notice should appear in the next issue of the Ledger. 


COLORADO: - Lee Nott is nearing completion of the new Colorado 
merchants token catalog, and has asked for all assistance in 


getting him new listings, thoygh there is barely time. 


If you 


have any Colorado tokens unlisted in the first edition, send 
descriptions and/or rubbings to Lee Nott, 631 Osage Drive, 


Papillion NE 68046. 
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THE TOKEN ISSUING MERCHANTS & BUSINESSES 
OF MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 


William A. Williges 


In 1850, the townsite of Marysville was laid out. Initially, 
Yuba City was larger, but Marysville soon became larger because 
of traffic to the east with the miners who thought crossing the 
Feather River was a hindrance. The first city directory for 
Marysville was published in 1853 and claimed Marysville as the 
"second city of California" with a population of ten thousand, 
exceeded only by San Francisco. The city is located between the 
Yuba and Feather Rivers, so had little room for new growth. 

By 1882, the population had dropped to 7,000, where it stayed 
through 1926. The population has today again reached 10,000, 
but its importance in California has disappeared. Marysville's 
early history will be remembered by token collectors, through 
the many tokens issued by its merchants. 


The reference used in this article include 1882, 1884-85, 1893-94, 
1894-95, 1897-98, 1903-04, 1910-11, 1914, 1922, 1926, and 1966 
directories, and a May 1, 1907, newspaper, all of which are 
available at the Marysville Public Library. When I refer to 
years in this article, I do not mean to imply that these were 

the only years a certain person owned a business or that the 
business was in operation only in those years, but that these 
were the only references to that business and merchant I could 
find. The tokens referred to are all listed by Album catalog 
numbers. 


In 1903-04, John W. Watson ran the American Liquor House, at 

311 3rd St., which had a card room. The business is listed as 
American Liquor in 1914 and is called the American Cafe in 1922 
and 1926. The cafe sold cigars and Watson was still proprietor. 
Yub 55 B was issued before 1914 and probably was used in connec- 
tion with the card room. Yub 55 BS likely came out when Watson 
was contemplating changing his business name. (Yub 55 B,BS) 


Breven (sic) is listed in 1922. Breven could be a spelling 
error for Brevan. No business is listed. (Yub 55 C,BY) 


The Brass Cigar Store is listed as owned by J. Srass, who ran 

a staple, fancy grocery and cigar store at 99 and 100 D St., 

in 1884-85. During the next ten years the business moved, con- 
solidated and J. Brass died. In 1894-95, Mrs. Joe Brass was 
proprietor of the Brass Cigar Store at 319 D St. By 1897-98 
Mrs. Brass had sold the store to F.W. Buttleman, whose name 
appears on the Yub 55 D token. (Yub 55 D,E) 


The Brunswick is listed from 1894-1922 at the same location of 
218 0 St. The 313 D St. address on Yub 55 BZ is probably a list- 
ing error due to the fact that the only known specimen is very 
worn. Arthur and W.J. Goodman ran The Brunswick in 1922. 

(Yub 55 F,G,BZ) 


The Cass Cigar Store is listed from 1894-1898 at 308 D St. 
It was owned by J.W. Cass, who was a newspaper agent and dealer 
in cigars, tobacco, etc. (Yub 55 I,3) 
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In 1903-04, E.W. McCune and Phil McCune were both bartenders 
at the Chicago Saloon. It could be that the E.W. of E.W.F. 
& Co. refers to E.W. McCune. (Yub 55 kK) 


The Cliff House was on Sth St. near the Feather River Bridge. 
From 1894-1904, F. Klempp was proprietor. In 1922 Harry Marple 
was running it. (Yub 55 L) 





In 1894-95, Wm. Wegner (sic) is listed as a bartender. This is 
likely Wm. Wagner whose name is misspelled or was later changed. 
In 1897-98, W.D. Kenyon was proprietor of The Club, which was 
on the corner of 3rd and Oak St. Wm. Wagner was proprietor in 
1903-04. Sometime in the period of 1898-1903, Yub 55 N was 
issued. on May 1, 1907, The Club was owned by J. Rupert Foster 
and run by Wm. Wagner; they specialized in Lee Stanley Cigars, 
steam beer was 5¢, there was a "comfortable card room" and the 
"only electric banjo in town." This must be the "banjo" referred 
to on Yub 55 N & O. I could find no reference to A. & He. or 
Starks. (Yub 55 M,N,0,P,Q,R,CA,CB) 


John Dobler was a baker and saloonkeeper in 1894-95 at 325 D 


St. (Yub 55 T) 
In 1922, the Elks Club was running at 107 D St. (Yub 55 V) 


Ynes Basteguieta ran the Eureka Hotel, which had soft drinks, 
at 231 C in 1922. (Yub 55 AN) 


The Fourth Ward Saloon is an old Marysville tradition at 

7th & A Sts., which is still in operation today under the name 
of Stassi's Fourth Ward Tavern. It has changed hands many times, 
in 1893-94 Edward Walls was proprietor, in 1894-95, J. Mortal, 

in 1897-98 Harry Morse, and in 1903-04 Henry Morse was proprie- 
tor, probably the same person as Harry. In 1910-11 Wm. E. 
McClelland ran and lived at the saloon, but by 1922, he was 

a confectioner at 632 A St. (Yub 55 Y) 


Louis & Walter Gallatin and Henry Hessinger ran a bakery at 
317 D0 St. in 1910-11. They also had a bakery in Yuba City. 
(Yub 55 Z) 


In 1910-11 J.F. Giblin and P.J. O'Brien were the proprietors 
of a saloon at 226 D St. (Yub 55 U,AA,AB) 


In 1903-04 there was a Peardon Bros. "grocerteria", while John 
Peardon ran a hotel. In 1926 there was a Golden West Hotel, 
which was still there in 1966. J.E. Peardon issued a token in 
Smartsville; most of the known Smartsville tokens mention vari- 
ous Peardons. (Yub 55 CD, 80 A,B,D) 


In 1894-95, W.W. Ward was proprietor of the Grotto Saloon at 

222 D St. By 1903, Wm. W. Ward and Alexander O. Frye were part- 
ners at The Grotto. On May 1, 1907, the business name was The 
Grotto Bar and Billiard Parlor. Ward & Frye were owners until 
at least 1911. At some time after this date the business was 
purchased by J. Marcuse Co. In 1922 Ward was running a rooming 
house at 411 0 St. (Yub 55 AC,AD,AE,AF,AG, AH, AI) 


Harry £. Hyde became mayor of Marysville in 1912. His election 
began the downfall of the saloon era in Marysville. He was 
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probably working at The Grotto when he issued his token. (Yub 
55° CF) 


Joes No. 2 is still in business in Marysville at 213 C St. 
(Yub 55 CG) 


Leopold Kuhn was at 230 D St. in 1897-98. He had books, station- 
ery, gent's furnishings, etc. (Yub 55 AQ) 





The L.C.0. Circus Restaurant & Drive-In is actually in Olivehurst. 
It has changed hands at least three times since the tokens were 
used. By 1972, no one remembered anything about the wooden nickel, 
for it had already changed ownership by then. (Yub 55 AP) 


In 1882 M. Marcuse was president of the Marysville Savings Bank 
at 44 D St.; he also owned M. Marcuse & Co., which operated 

a cigar and tobacco shop in the Western Hotel at the northwest 
corner of D and 2nd Sts. In 1882 J. Marcuse was in general mer- 
chandise. By 1884-85 M. Marcuse was only listed as running his 
cigar store. In 1903-04 J.H. Marcuse was running the Palace Cigar 
Store at 230 D St. In 1910-11, J.H. Marcuse & Co. owned the 
cigar store in the Western Hotel, and the name M. Marcuse had 
disappeared. I believe the Palace Lunch was the Palace Cigar 
Store after it had been converted into a luncheonette. Nothing 
was found to verify this, however. (Yub 55 AH,AX,AY,AZ,BA,CH,CK) 


Charles Mehls was proprietor of the Reception Saloon in 1903-04. 
In 1897-98 Chas. & Wm. Mehl (sic) were the Mehl Bros., "successors 
to E. Widerman (est. 1850) wholesale wine and liquor dealers." 
(Yub 55 AT) 





Dan Donahue was proprietor of the Mint Saloon at 410 3rd St. 
during 1894-95, (Yub 55 AU,AV) 


Theodore Niesen ran a saloon in 1897-98. He was manager of the 
Western Hotel Bar in 1903-04 and was listed as a bartender in 
1910-11 without any reference as to where. (Yub 55 AW) 


In 1903-04 the Palm Saloon at 215 D St. was owned by Wm. Brooks. 
(Yub 55 BB) 


The Red Lion Inn must have been a fairly recent business. As late 
as 1976, on the back of a building facing an alley, there was 

an old neon sign with "Red Lion Inn" on ite It was torn down 

to make room for the new Marysville Library. (Yub 55 BC,BD,BE) 


fe) & was at 308 D St. in 1910-11. In 1922 it was 
managed by Fred W. Fordham who was listed as a cigar and tobacco 
jobber, tel. 214). Fordham at one time ran the Valley Fruit 
Store (see below). (Yub 55 BF,8Q,CL) 


John C. Spillman was a cigar manufacturer at 205 D St. in 1903-04. 
In the same year W.H. Spillman was the proprietor of the Owl Cigar 
Store at 207 D St. This is probably when they put out their 
token. In 1922 there was a Spillman and Peardon, Grocers, at 513 
D.St.  (Yub $5 86) 


In 1897-1898 J.W. Steward was proprietor of the Tremont Saloon 
at 313 2nd St. In 1903-04 he is listed as a wholesale and retail 
liquor dealer on 2nd St. and the proprietor of the Tremont Liquor 
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House (wholesale and retail) at 315 2nd. Thus he ran two busi- 
nesses next door to one another. In 1903-04 C.E. Barthe is listed 
as a bartender for Steward. By 1910-11 the Tremont Saloon is 
owned by C.E. Barthe & C.J. Becker, whence the 55 BL token is 
older than the 55 BK token. These tokens tell of the American 
success story. Barthe worked for Steward until he and Becker 

were able to purchase the saloon. Or is it ...? In 1912 Marys- 
ville began clamping down on saloons. Who do you think was on 

the committee looking into the problem? None other than our 
friend, J.W. Steward! (Yub 55 BK,BL) 


In 1910-11 George W. Sutliff was proprietor of the Dawson House 

at 429 2nd, while Bruce H. Sutliff ran a saloon at 427 2nd. 
Sometime after this, the Sutliff Notion Store was opened, probably 
after Marysville went dry. (Yub 55 BI) 


Kirsch & McNeil were proprietors of the Union Saloon at 223 D St. 
By 1903-04 Delay & Judge were the proprietors. The only refer- 
ence to Harry J. Carstenbrook is in 1922 when he is listed as 

a farmer with a house at 1003 H St. When did Harry run the 

Union Saloon? From the appearance of the’ token, it must have 
been around the turn of the century, but a lot of years are unac- 
counted for. (Yub 55 BM) 


R.C. Johnson sold cigars in 1910-11, and this could easily have 
been at the U.S, Cigar Store. (Yub 55 BP,CO) 


The Valley Fruit Store was at 317 3rd and/or 308 E St. in 1922. 
In that year it was run by Wm. R. Cansler & Raymond G. Rane. 
(Yub 55 BQ,BR,CP) 


Theo. Niesen managed the Western Hotel Bar in 1903-04. On May 1, 
1907, D0.P. Thomas was the manager of the Hotel and Foster was 

the owner. The Western Hotel was at 200 D St., and boasted 105 
rooms and its own dairy. By 1922 the hotel had become a corpor- 
ation with Foster as President. In 1926 the European plan was 
$1.50/day and up; a room with bath was $2.50/day and up. 

(Yub 55 BU,BV) 


In 1897-98 the Wisconsin House was at 301-305 B and 131 3rd. 
They were agents for Fredericksberg Beer. This business prob 
ably put out a Fredericksberg Beer token, so check your mavericks. 


In 1922 Adolph Loebel sold soft drinks at 205 C St. Somehow this 
does not sound like the Workmen's Home, does it? (Yub 55 BX) 


(Ed. note: This is a very important kind of article, as it helps 
us date the various styles of token, once we know the dates of 
the issuing business. I would like to see many more articles 

of this genre for the Ledger. fPravo, Bill!) 

(Ed. note: I could not have typed this article if I were not 
wearing my glasses, made by a Vallejo optometrist, Dr. Seymour 
Marcuse, grandson of the J.H. Marcuse of Western Hotel fame) 


(Ass't Ed. Note: This fine article contributed to the 
LEDGER being late--I got so involved in what Bill has 
reported that I spent a couple of days researching my 
directories for additional information. 


February 1977 
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STILLWATER HOTEL TOKENS OF STILLWATER, NEVADA 
by Leon R. Hubbard 


The first 'settler' in Stillwater, Nevada, arrived by 
wagon in the fall of 1862, a J.C. Scott, who must have 
moved on, because nothing further was heard of him. How- 
ever, by 1881 the city had a store, hotel, saloon, rest- 
aurant, blacksmith shop, post office, livery stable and 
a courthouse, complete with jail, and a population of 48 
people in residence, Stillwater was a peaceful farming 
town, having never recorded a killing in its long history, 
finally giving up as a town in the 1920's. All this is 
according to Marcia deBraga, local hisorian and present 
day resident of the area. 

ASS'T EDITOR'S NOTE: STLLWATER IS/WAS LOCATED IN 

CHURCHILL COUNTY, ABOUT 45 MILES FROM WADSWORTH, 

AND 17 MILES EAST OF FALLON. 


In 2898 (or, as courthose records show, 1900), Charles 
Cirac purchased the hotel from a J.M,. Sanford and re- 
modeled it in 1903, Business being lively, he built a 
second structure in 1906, a two-storied brick building 
which he called the "Stillwater Hotel." This old hotel 
is prominent in Paher's "Nevada Ghost Towns & Mining 
Camps" on page 91, at center right in picture, 


According to one old timer, the hotel and saloon below 
was a great success, with miners, trappers, teamsters 

and drummers stopping by overnight on their way into 
central Nevada to and from the railhead at Wadsworth, 
Charlie Cirac operated the hotel until about 1917, when 
he either sold or leased it to G.W. Cavness, and left the 
country for Alaska, 


Cavness operated the hotel for a short time, followed by 
two other operators. A phone listing for the Stillwater 
Hotel ended in 1923, 


The token rubbings illustrating this article (see Dp» 10) 
are from tokens which are all that remain to document 
the extistence of this hotel, Only two "Cirac" specimens 
and one "Cavness" tokens are known in collections today. 
An interesting sidelight--one will notice the early af- 
fluence of Cirac's token which offered an unrestricted 
"Drink or Cigar", while in poorer times Mr, Cavness re- 
stricted it to be worth "One 5¢ Drink or Cigar." 
LT << 


ARIZONA TOKENS: - The February 1977 issue of ARIZONA 
HIGHWAYS Magazine carries an eleven page spread, includ- 
ing five color plates, featuring John Hamilton's collec- 
tion. Many rare and unusual tokens are shown. I bought 
several extra copies of this issue if you cannot find one 
in your area--if you want one, $1 cost plus 50¢ mailing. 
Really a great advertisement for token collecting! -DHF 
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DON'T GIVE UP THE SHIP 


Ed Saunders 


I always keep surprising myself, for it seems that when tokens 
are so hard to find, there is always one more place to look, and 
just that little bit of extra effort is the rewarding difference. 
After spending four or five days of my vacation in Plumas, Nevada, 
Lassen and Butte counties, I had only found four tokens. But 

on my return trip, I took half an hour's stop in an area I have 
searched many times before, and I came up with two real beauties. 
I got four Tehama County tokens, yes, three of these were from 
the little town of Tehama, the fourth from Red Bluff. The nice 
thing is that there were two different from Tehama, both dif- 
ferent from the two listed by Album. Here are a couple of rub- 
bings of them. 





As for the extra of one of the Tehama pieces, I traded it to 
another collector for a Forks of Salmon token which I had been 
trying to get for some time. 


I have been interested in tokens of Siskiyou County for some 
time now, having grown up in Dunsmuir, and I have come to love 
the mountains of Northern California. I have also spent a fair 
portion of my life in Lassen County, and have been adding some 
nice pieces to my Lassen County collection. But there seems 
noadays to be long gap between adding a new town to my collection. 
I have, however, a new town I picked up the Saturday after Thanks- 
Qiving. It was a find that took only 15 or 20 minutes. I was 
with a friend of mine, and we went to Castella for a quick scan 
of the town and its maybe twenty or so houses. One of the old 
buildings was torn down last summer, the one that housed the 
saloon and hotel run by Ben Johnson. I knew his son Ames when 
he ran the general store, and had bought some coins from him in 
the 60's, but I never did get to see him after I started col- 
lecting tokens in 1968. He was in Ashland in a hospital for 

a few years, and after his death, the store contents were auc- 
tioned off, including a jar of tokens. We scanned the ruins 

of the old building and found papers and cans, but none worth 
keeping. We left and saw an elderly man and asked him if he had 
any tokens. He said he had some from McCloud, and I replied 

I would be interested, though thinking to myself that they were 
probably some of the same I already had. I was quite surprised 
and very pleased when the man brought out three mint condition 
tokens from the Camp Two Club. My friend had just started to 
pick up a few tokens, so I let him have one and I kept the other 


12 WESTERN TOKEN LEDGER 


two. Some of you might remember the mention of Camp Two in an 
article I wrote in the February 1972 Ledger, about the camps of 
the McCloud River Lumber Company. 


Cottonwood is another town I have sought for some time to no 
avail, but I just recently got two nice pieces, one unlisted, 
the other a nice pictorial. I have found that if I keep on 
looking, I will. find tokens. The old saw, "Don't give up the 
ship," can apply to tokens as well! 


nn 
EVALUATING TOKEN CATALOGUES 


Benj Fauver 


The fourth catalogue to be evaluated is: 


D.M. Miller, A_Cataloque of U.S. Store Cards or Merchant Tokens, 
Henry Hall Inc., Indiana PA, 1962, 100 pages. 


The evaluation is in thirteen parts, one for each of the thir- 
teen criteria. 


1. Although a brief introduction is provided, virtually no his- 
torical information is given on individual pieces listed. 


2. Included within Miller's classification of Store Cards or Mer- 
chant Tokens are "those pieces which have been stamped thereon 
either the initials or name of the person for whom they were 
issued, a reference to the nature of the issuer's business and/or 
address." Miller attempted to list all of the pieces issued for 
use in this country up to the Civil War. Also, "in following 
Adams! listing there have been included many pieces struck after 
1860 which never served any purpose other than advertising." 


3. "The descriptive listings are in substance a reprint of a book 
published in 1920 by £.A. Adams and entitled U.S. Store Cards." 
While it is unfortunate that Miller made no attempt to make the 
descriptions of individual tokens complete, as was done by Wright 


in American Business Tokens, for example, in light of his objective 


of providing a medium cost, interim means of identifying and . 


evaluating this series, the omission is understandable. To Adams' 


catalogue Miller added approximately 450 new listings, together 
with nearly 100 brief descriptions of privately issued gold coins 
and off-metal strikes from their dies. Probably the greatest 
omission made by Miller was his failure to incorporate a number 
of store card varieties included by Baker in Medallic Portraits 
of Washington, but not listed by Adams. 


4. Adams' numbering system was retained. This system is readily 
expansible in that each state represents a separate linear pro- 
gression, to which a subletter can be appended for additional 
varieties. 


5. Varieties are listed by die combination, composition, size, 
edge detail, shape, and planchet thickness. 


6. On the subject of mulings, Miller states that "These pieces 
are those struck from a combination of the dies from... three 


February 1977 


Le 


classes:"(1) store cards or merchants tokens, (2) political 
tokens, and (3) neutral substitutes for money. "Most of these 
were struck in the late 1850's strictly for speculation. Although 
struck from dies they are not re-strikes in that no originals ever 
preceded them. They often appear in proof condition." However, 
no attempt is made by Miller to draw a distinction between pieces 
struck for their intrinsic utility and those restruck from non- 
muled original dies to the order of collectors or dealers for 
their own cabinets or for speculation. This series, like Patriotic 
Civil War tokens and the Political series, is rife with examples 
of both speculative mulings and restrikes from non-muled original 
dies. 


7. No keys to identification are provided. 


8. No cross reference to older numbering systems is provided. 
A cross reference to numbers used by Wright in American Business 
Tokens! would have been especially helpful. 


9. The! author suggests that one obtain copies of the U.S. Standard 
Catalogues of 1940, 1941, and 1942, published by Wayte Raymond, 
to obtain illustrations of pieces listed. 


10. An alphabetical index by firm name is provided in the appendix. 
11. No rarity scale was attempted. 


12. Most publications giving retail values of tokens attempt 

to give a fair representation of value as measured by supply and 
demand. To quote Miller, however, "There are only a few dealers 
or collectors in this country today who have any realistic con- 
ceptions of the current value of this important and historical 
part of our medallic currency." 

It is regrettable that in this one critical area where Miller 
attempted to make his greatest contribution, he has in effect done 
a gross disservice to the token-collecting fraternity. It is es- 
pecially unfortunate that Miller's valuations cannot be used even 
as meaningful ballpark estimates of value for many of the pieces 
listed. 


13. Very few die-sinkers of pieces listed are identified. 


OE —— 


MISSING AN ISSUE?: - It seems that with every issue 
that 1S mailed out, the post office returns on or two 
copies of THE LEDGER from which the address label is 
missing. Care is taken to be sure the address labels 
are securely attached to the covers, yet they still 
manage to come off in postal handling, If you ever 
find you have missed an issue, please advise the 
assistant editor, and a copy will be sent out to you. 
Similarly, a copy or two may become severely damaged 
in postal handling--these will also be replaced if you 
only ask, -DHF 
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WANTED: WYOMING trade tokens. Will buy or trade. Also interested 
in Colorado. 
Leon R. Corpuz, Jr. P.O. Box 374 Sinclair WY 82334 





WILL TRADE - Spinners, Flippers, Sports Schedules, Good Luck, Beer, 
Whiskey, Automotive, Fast Food, or other advertising tokens on a 
1-for-1 basis. 

J.W. Baum 3113 N. Arkansas Ave. Wichita KS 67204 





NEVADA tokens for sale: J.B.F. - Golconda; Owl Saloon - Lovelock; 
Bucks Pool Hall, Tuscarora, Nev. @ $15 each. Send SASE for list of 
more for sale. Will trade Copper Basin NV & Fernley NV for better 

NV towns I need. 

Jack Haddock P.O. Box 7544 Reno NV 89502 





Trade for WA Saloon token of comparable desirability I need: Northern 
Saloon, Luning NV, 1 drink, sq.copper. Also want to hear from anyone 
having the maverick, preferably with prop.,name or address, from 

"The Old Place Saloon" 

F.C. Christiano Rt. 2, box 49 Walla Walla WA 99362 


NEW LIST OF NEVADA tokens for trade. Send your list for mine. Also 
have few CA tokens, including J. Salsberry, Zabriskie, Cal./1 cigar 
to trade for Nevada material. 

Im. J. Metscher P.O. Box 664 Tonopah NV 89049 


is 





FOR TRADE:Nev. mining scrip, Manhattan Silver Mining Co., Austin NV, 
1870's with 2¢ US rev. stp. $1 black, $5 green, $10 blue, $20 brown, 
crisp unc., cat. $110 in Criswell. RARE. Trade for better NV tokens 
Bob Greenwood P.O. Box 455 Georgetown CA 95634 





FOR SALE: Three different Hawaiian tokens of my choice, $5. 
Dan M. Jacobson P.O. Box 7101 Sacramento CA 95826 





BEST CASH OFFER or trade for CA tokens (2 available): But 62A. Also 
have for trade CA and other states car wash and parking tokens. 

John G. Nicolosi 3002 Galindo St. Oakland CA 94601 
I NEED UTAH trade tokens, Mormon money, Utah Nationals, will pur- 
chase or I have traders from other states. 

D.L. Freed P.O. Box 2009 Salt Lake UT 84110 





GENUINE NEVADA bawdy house bicentennial medal. Fran's Star Ranch, 
Beatty NV, rated 3-star, 'it's a tricky business'. Only known bicent. 
brothel madal. Dollar size antique bronze, Only $10 postpaid. 

Bill Williges P.O. Box 445 Wheatland CA 95692 





PAYING TOP PRICES for "Good Luck" swastika tokens, explosive checks, 
Lincoln & Washington on trade tokens, fantasies, odd-shaped and un- 
usual tokens that I need for my collections. 

C.E. Ziegler, Jr. 2705 Grace Road Port Huron MI 48060 
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BRYAN MONEY and amusement tokens wanted; write. Selling 
Muroc (Cal.) Exchange fiber bottle check (Curto A247, 
Album Ker 64B), sl. warped or stained, $1 each. 

Stephen Alpert 11106 National Blv. Los Angeles, CA 90064 
NEBRASKA tokens wanted. My traders are CW, store card, 
love, HI, good IL, MO, KS, IA, military, saloon, spinner, 
OPA, fairs, swastika, business dir. sections, etc., etc. 
George Hosek 7411 Idledale Lane Omaha, NE 68112 
HOTEL LAMOILLE (Lemoille, NV): "Good For 12 1/2¢ In Trade, 
from recently discovered head. $2.50 each, 3 for $6.50. 
Stephen Album P.O. Box 95401 Santa Rosa, CA 95401 
AUCTION: largest collection of Masonic Chapter pennies 
since the Harmer-Rooke sale, large collection WI Civil 
War tokens, other CWT, Hard Times, World's Fair in my 
first two auctions, closing April 30, 1977. Sorry, no 
trade of transportation tokens this time. Both cats $3. 
Rich Hartzog P.O. Box 4143=B Rockford, IL 61110 
MONTANA, Baker, Fallon County Bicentennial trade dollar. 
40 mm, nickel. Sell for $1.25 or trade for Montana trade 
token I can use. 

Larry Bender Box 745 Baker, MT 59313 
CALIFORNIA-NEVADA tokens wanted, buy or trade. 

J.L. McPheeters 472 W. Monterey Ave. Stockton, CA 95204 
WANTED: SPINNING AND FLIPPING tokens and/or information 
on same, for catalogue effort. Also interested in tokens 
related to the printing and newspaper industry. 

Glenn A. Rome P.O. Box 46071 Seattle, WA 98146 
FREE: My latest personal token commemorating 10th Anniver- 
sary of Bay Area Token Society, for SAE. 

Duane H. Feisel P.O... Box L302 Los Altos, CA 94022 
FOOD STAMP TOKENS: Will trade for WA or AK trade tokens. 
A&P Food Stores/5//US Dept Of Agri/Food Stamp vlan, black 
fiber; same, except 1, red fiber. Tokens obtained at A&P 
store no longer in operation in Tacoma. Trade offers 
accepted. 

Max Heinxmann P.. Os, BOX aL. Tacoma, WA 98412 
WANTED: Washington state merchant tokens, especially from 
these Grant County towns: Beverly-Coullee-Coulee City- 
Electric City-Ephrata-Grand Coulee-Hartline-Marlin-Moses 
Lake-Nepple-Quincy-Royal City-Ruff-Soap Lake-Stratford- 
Wheeler-Warden-Wilson Creek-Trinidad-Winchester-Adrian- 
Krupp-White Bluffs, 

Kenny Kriete P.O. Box 452 Ephrata, WA 98823 
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Calendar of Coming Events 


APRIL 16-17: TOKEN, MEDAL AND EXONUMIA SHOW, Phila- 
delphia Sheraton Hotel, Philadelphia, PA. Chair- 
man: Al Zaika, P.O. Box 65, Bellmawr, NJ. Bourse, 


APRIL 16: Deadline for material for April issue 


APRIL 23: WESTERN STATES TOKEN SOCIETY, spring semi- 
annual membership meeting, Jack Tar Hotel, San 
Francisco, CA. 3:00 PM, Telegraph Hill Room. Held 
in conjunction with California State Numismatic 
Association Convention, April 22-24, 


MAY 22: BAY AREA TOKEN SOCIETY, meeting at Oakland 
YMCA, noon to 5 PM 


JUNE 26: WESTERN STATES TOKEN SOCIETY, regional meeting 
in Carson City, NV. Details in April issue. 


JULY 10: WESTERN STATES TOKEN SOCIETY--BAY AREA TOKEN 
SOCIETY, joint regional meeting, home of Duane H. 
Feisel, Los Altos, CA, Details in April issue, 


AUGUST 12-14: AMERICAN VECTURIST ASSOCIATION, annual 
Convention, Carson City, NV; Ormsby House, Chairman: 
Hal Dunn, P.O. Box 114, Carson City, NV 89701. 
Bourse, displays, auction, social events. 


AUGUST 23-28: AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, annual 
Convention, Marriott Hotel, Atlanta, GA. Bourse, 
displays, auction, meetings, social events, 
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REGIONAL MEETING IN VENTURA: - A meeting was held on 
March 12 at the home of Don and Sharon Finch, Ventura, 
CA. Although the attendance was not overwhelming, the 
Spirits were great! Attending were Jere Runciman, John 
Reynolds, Duane Feisel, Steve Alpert, new member Larry 
Elman, Bob Marvin, and Don and Sharon Finch, There was 
a tremendous amount of material available for trade or 
sale, and many rare items changed hands that day. 


CANTS BICENTENNIAL MEDALS: - Each member of CANTS (now 
WESTS) for 1976 received two membership medals made in 
nickel-silver, and stamped with the member's number, 
These two medals were also struck in brass in limited 
numbers, and are available for $l each, postpaid, from 
Hal Dunn. Now that our ads have appeared in the nation- 
al numismatic publications, the supply is expected to 

be depleted rapidly. If you want a pair of these medais, 
now is the time to act! 


WESTERN STATES TOKEN SOCIETY 
Duane H. Feisel 

BO. ox: 1302 

Los Altos, CA 94022 














First Class Mail 





